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“In times of change learners inherit the earth while the learned find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer exists.”  Eric Hoffer

David Martin, sociologist of religion from the United Kingdom calls Britain somewhat representative of Western Christianity. They, like we do, continue to experience tremendous loss from traditional church experiences.

It could be that modern youth ministry never “worked” to begin with, but was sustained by modernity and the need for structure and program, resource development and charismatic leadership.  
We need to be prepared for the continued deconstruction of modern youth ministry and a new reformation of ecclesiology and methodology.

Youth ministry will continue to force the church to stop pretending they are effective.  Combined with the type of facilities, the resistant hierarchical structures, and inflexible practices of worship, youth are increasingly resisting church influence. We will be faced with the facts of a dormant and ineffective church ministry in addition to the absence of social networks (i.e., extended families, caring neighbors, active collaboration between school, community and parents) and the loss of parenting resources to the individual students’ lives.

Increasingly, a student’s identity with a church will be built upon the worship experience.  They expect and resonant with worship that is first hand, experience-based, sensory-laden styles and empowerment that will foster a sense of belonging to a common mission and faith sharing group of peers.  Yet, belonging to a community of faith will often precede believing in that community’s gospel.  There is a distinct trend of a student’s involvement in occasional large group celebration and regular, yet liquid, small community.  The driving question in their mind is, “What’s worth staying for?”

Bigger is not necessarily better for this generation.  The age of the mega-church may die with their parents and the long struggle out of modernity.  Students desire and need intimate, long-term, protective kinds of relationships that often is not found in larger settings.

On another note, in the info-lust age, students know more about what’s happening in other churches and groups than we do.  Therefore, they create more options for themselves.
I wonder if the fluid nature of youth culture combined with the passionate need for being a contributor to the common good of others will make traditional mission trip experiences a thing of the past.  More and more, students will simply create their own experience locally and/or globally.

Empowerment through a sense of mission and ministry involvement means more student-led, less adult-driven ministry.  Part of this syndrome is that their “detectors” are always on as they are less and less trusting of adults.  (Essentially they say/do what an adult asks them to, but then truly believe/act like they want to.)
“The 600 pound gorilla in the room” is the increasing impact of ethnicity and urbanization.  The suburban church is not really ready or willing to be prepared for this trend.  Ignoring these trends will continue to erode the suburban church’s youth ministry impact.
Students are not and will increasing not be saying, “Your people will be my people, your God my god.”  They need a Boaz to protect, resource, empower and redeem them.
